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Guru Ghanashyam Panda and Guru Shankar Behera 


How did you teel after receiving the 
Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra Award 
20137 

| feet elated that | have received an 
‘2vard trom my Guru’ iestitution (Sean), 
which is Wke an award trom my gury 
himself. Receiving an award in Odisha, 
whichis my birth place and aso the place 
‘where | learnt the basics of Odissi, was 
‘he king on the cake 

‘You were associated with Guruji from 
the beginaing. How would you 
remember hier? 


G 


uru Kelucharan award for Odissi 


uru, vocalist 


The Times of India (29 Aug 2013) 


Guru Kelucharan awards function 


Ganuj aveays tredied me Uae Bis son. 
For me, he was Loed Jagannath hensalt 
He was meBoxlous in almost everythin 
about Osis: maia-up, stage preparation, 
lighting. music, etc. He analysed each 
‘step and movement for hours and days 
{Wi he reached perfection, it & almost 
inmpossible to have af these quale ina 
human being, People loved him and were 
mesmerized by his behaviour. He taught 
me the techeicales of Odiss! without 
which t would not have been possible for 
‘me to reach where | have in Odes. He 
sight have Heft ws bet he is ahways wth 


[14 ESTEE TES]  mancnzoie 


Dedicated 


The Hindu (29 Aug 2013) 


The Interview Times 


GURU SHANKAR BEHERA 


l Odissi dance guru { 


me trough Odes 
‘You have been associated with Odiss} 
or over four decades. How would you 
describe your joorney so tar? 
Coming feom 2 non-cescrigt vitage in 
Ganjam to receiving Guru Kelucharan 
Mohapatra Award ~ tas been a long 
Journey, ilo ups and downs. Yost was 
‘been to earn Ocissk. was in my destiny 
‘at | learned Osissi trom legends fhe 
Gary Siri Mahadey Rout, Gury Sti 
‘Parikaj Charan Das, Guru Stvi Dev Prasad 
Das and ~ last but not the least - Gury 
Ketucharan Mohapatra hienselt. | feel 


fortunate that | was the frst to poputarize 
(Ocissi in Mumbai and in many countries. 
{wil continue to work for Odi tit ey 


over the years, both nationally and 
Globally, However, it has changed a lot 
‘vet the years. The Osissi that Gurup dio 
was a euch purer version than what we 
‘see today. The grace, the beauty, the 
smoothness of body movements and the 
Gedicabon that were the hallmark of the 
fegends ate missing in present day 
Cancers. Dancers these days try 


‘Aoesies bane Yor Odio 1s the tact that 
many students leave the fekd midueay This 
(5 not way it should be. They should 
Ccontinye learning and practicing fit they 
achieve perfection and not chuck it up all 
ofa sudden. Guru) spent hours and hows 
‘aching cach technique to perfection ti he 
ek satisfed. The same Gasication should 
be there in every Ociss teaches today, 
‘What according to yoo should be the 
Basic qualities of an Odessi dancer? 

The qualities that an Odissi dancer 
shoud have are dedication, patience and 
perfectionism. He should aways follow 
ts Guru and fis style of Odissi. The 
ances should at first focus on preparing 
the body which requires contingous 
ractice that can take alent two years 
Simitaty, the Wacher should have 
enormous patience while teaching 
Students til they achieve perfection in 
each and every step. 

What are your plass to promote 
Odessi in the coming years? 

| have taught and promoted Odissi for 
the last 43 years in India and abroad. | 
have taught more students abroad than 
ln India. Im hte, wish to have my own 
‘school in india and teach and promote 


Odss | am st ecited about 
contributing to Osissi today and do 


‘was a tie surprised because | felt mary 
‘senior Gunes and schotars deserved this 
‘award more than me, But there is no 
Gout that the Award means a lotto me. 


l Odhied Vocalist | 


Gating an Award in Guru's name was a 
fase honour for me. This Award is of 


‘What do you have to say about Guru 
t have worked with Gurup i the past. 
Those days, people outside India 
‘ecognized Odisha by thene things - Lord 
Jaganeath, Biju Patnaik and Guu 
Kelucharan Mohapatra, This alone speaks. 
the kind of charismatic personality Guruj 
had, It was because of Guruj’s etforts ang 
hard work that Odissi has got a global 


Risa matter of regret that the classical 
tag has eluded Odss: music Our senior 
Gurus and scholars perhaps need to hook 
atthe reasons Dat have prevented Odio 


‘music trom getting the classical status. 
Rather than debate the issue, we should 
focus on those areas that would 
comnce the authorities to accord Ossi 
music the classical tag. Getting a 
Classical states for Odiss! music would 
‘be a matter of pride tor Odsha 

How did you become a vocalist? 

Since chidhood, |had a tascination foe 
music. My maths teacher Guru Bansidhar 
Beswal and my elder sister ashed me 10 
tty singing. So | learnt Odes! vocal from 
Guru Jogendranath Pati very late in my 
He Once, my Guru asked me to sing at 
my vitage function that was presided over 
by Kendugarh Raja Laxmi Narayan 
Bhanjacio. He was so impressed with my 
voice that he recommended my name tor 
a place 1 the Sangeet Natak Academy. 
Onee | took admission in Sangeet Nata 
‘Academy, | have not looked back, 

Do you think classical mesic is on the 
decline? 

Lack of patience among youngsters to 
Isten and practice music should be 
blamed for the Gecine of classical mesic. 
The proliferation of classical music 
schools and insttutions is certainly 
encouraging. But on the flip side 
‘everyone waits 10 make money and tame 
from music these days. Ove to tis, te 
quality of music has deteriorated. The 
aenbience require for a student to teen 
reste Is tressing today, Music should be 
made mandatory in schools and coleges. 
‘You have worked in both Odia and 
Hindi films. How has been the 
experience? 

[have lent my voice in neatly 20 Oda 
fis and a Hinds movie “Yo Kahane Nabi 
though my frst teo Odia tr “Kall Jar 
2nd ‘Nea Shai’ were never released. | 
fave wonderful memories workiog under 
‘many musical greats who had asked me 
to sete Gown in Mesmbai permanent. 
‘But | preferred to stay in Odisha and ave 
tried to contribute 10 Odissi mesic 35 
mmrach a possible hod 


